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Nico Taus (left) and Frank Chartrand run Bureau, a design firm located in Sudbury. Both are graduates on Cambrian College.
Chartrand is completing a bachelor’s degree in communications studies.

Small town, international

BY ED VEILLEUX

You might not recognize
Frank Chartrand or Nico Taus if
they were walking down the bowhing
alley here on campus, but if you
were shown a slide of their work,
vou'd have a “Eureka™ moment,

Il you've been (o Huntingten
University’s new webste, attended
the River and Sky Festival this
summer, or veritured 1o @ny recenl
La Slague events — then you've seen
Taus and Charrand's work

Tugether, the duo lorms
Bureau — a local design firm.

Both designers are Cambrian
College graduates, and Chartrand
chose 1o further his educanon at Ll
ar Hunungrono, no less),

“When | graduated from
Cambrian, 1 realized | didn’t really
wanl o work For anyone i towa,”™
Charrrand recalls, “Sa, it was eithier |
take afl or 1 o do more schoal then
o my own thing. D'wanted to take
fr sloww, ind maybe, over o vear oy
twa, T couled gather some good clicnts
aned diy 2opne pood work that 1 really
wanted o do,”

For Thug aniel Chartrand,
starting Bureai seemed a perfect [

“We've always been friends.
andh we luve the e actthe ti
Intorest sovwe Joamed yp @ s
decided o (start Burea),”™ Taus s,

Pasuis spent nime working al
Perryna Advertising in Sudbury, and
for S0 Cardeton before co-laumching
Bureauwwith Chortramed

Meanwhile, Chartrand
pudied ommumicanon studies
al Laimrentian Universicy and js
currently working on finkshing his
Bachelors degree in the field

T warked oul pretty well thi
1w e 15 1 was frished (o LU,
N was ready o move Grop 50C,
i wie joined upoand did this’

For Thaus, Bioroauw is Bis full
timie job. For Charteand, whao alss
tieachies at Cambrian Collewe i
the graphie design progranm aned
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bit moreof & balancing act. Both
say they devite 40-plus hours to the
Lusiness on a weekly basis, with some
weeks pushing up as far as S0-some
hours,

“We wanted 1o do the best
design work thiat we enuld, with

every project and use the sort of
aesthetic desi
i Mew York and Amaterdam

and Montreal,” Taus explains,

“We wanted to doowark that was
uternatonil level. We don't beliove
that just beeause you're from a
smaller rown that it needs 1o look like
smaller town material, That's really

1 that we were seeing

the drving force behind the project™

After some brainstorming rhe
Pwior came wp with Bureau as a name

“Tt's an important name
brcainise wie wanted 1o targes both
the Francophone and English
OIS, Logeiher us one,
and not favour one over the other,
Bureaw warks in both langunges,™
Fanes saicl.

The name Burcan also leaves
e wpstiotis open o the twa, who
niever-wanted o Be pwgeot-holed
as graphee deagners: A name like
“Frank and Mico’s Pesien” wonidn'y
have altowed the company thi
Hexibility, necording 1o Taus,

Nou never knowan wen years
where we're going to be at, or fow
sy peeple are gomg o be working
for us," Thies saicl,

Chartrane fAndsit fommy that
although Burean means ullics, or
place bl work, they “both 'wark ow
ol our homes. Wie don't actaally have
an alhice, Our maime is offiee, Dol we
eyt have e

All jikes asicle, the pwi say
they e trying (o push o globil
elfice. They work with copyrigliters
i thet UK andd anel Montreal

I e 2000, it somethung
that’s possilile now with new medin
and the Internet,” Charteand sand
“Nou can work with people, and you
chon’t e o be man olhoe with

IIH‘I|1 mne=tro=ine, :,{t'lllllf,f_ ﬂln"k il

each other and all that.”

The two have a lot of ' Skype
meetings.

The two have known each
other since Grade 6, They remember
jamming, plaving punk-rock songs
and playing in bands together
growing up. They anended the same
high schools, went o college wogether
and now work together

“We're not sick of ¢ach
other” joked Chartrand.

Playing in bands wogether
growing up, led o the owo doing
artwark for ther Cds amd such, and
there a love lor design was bom

1 their spare time, Chartrmnd
and Taus still play together They
make up part of Vicious Cyele, a
focul bund which spent a month this
sumimer touring Furope

“That obviowsly exposes il
o adot ol new cultural things™
Chartrand said.

Tous chivoed in: ST el
thil dpenced o eyes fo how design is
diane lin Europel.”™

Cloming from 4 “punk-rock
backeround’” bas helped the duo,
necording wo Clartruod

=1 theve was o client we really
disapreed with — the way they did
business or the industry they were
in then we'd hve the stremgth to
say, ‘Mo, we're not really comfortable
working with your arganization

Fans agrees that the musial
background hes helped.

“1 thank i's helped us be more
well-rounded (as |:||'*-i5_[i|ll'|“ A ttul!li.ll:.{
from it backeiound, we know how
1o dho geritey soadl, agains the grain,
aned not [juss work) teat is more
neeepted inahe corpornie world
Then having gone o desaen =chool.
we learnn tie ¢lean and shek desig
We can do puanksrock concerns and
corporale identny i the same day,”

Hoving their own business s
been a rewarding experience; both
CESigners REree.

“Whatever yon put into it,

you get oot ol 16" Chartrand s

“You're not working for some body
and doing them tons of fivours, and
going oul of your way to deliver
something on tme 1o a chicnt and
still getting the same salary or
henefits. At typical design agencies or
ad firms, the thesigners role is 1o fust
create stuff and give it to the account
manager or creative director suned
they present it o the client. Whereas
we can create it present it, defend

it and then go with it There's to
middleman. There's bo passing ol
the baton o someane else.”

Tuus explaned: “You gera
direct benehic for your own work,
even more than an ccononiic ﬂili-“-_
vou get a sense of Mulfilment from
petually execnting your ownidea
and seeing 1t through 1o the cod
mstead of someone telling you what
1o o s doing it When you feel
passionate about your own solution,
then:it's easier (o sell.”

The two firther complement
rally

each other, and Boveau, by i

working an almost 24-hour cyele
Taua iy asellproclaimed “mght
awl Tl calls Chrtrand an “early
TS

A Lt of the tme, oar
company. will aclually be win kg
nearhy 24 hoors beciause 1 stay up
until 3 aam. working on somethng.
anc helwup a6,

Charnrand savs it works out
Ereal thal way

“It works out for the (Bure

1
blog because we'ne constantly putting
stufl om it It's gong on all day fnd
all might.”

Dlespite working vonstantly,
even on weekends when needed,
Tinis sanc 1" munnagealile

“You've always working, b
vt don’t quite’ notes §t as anich
heeciuise TUs sonmetiig you sent 1o
iy, Thint’s the botom ling with this
eonpaty We're nol dobng il becaise
evervone hag wot to work and 1€s
an caay soluten: YWedoat beciuse,
first of all, we Tosve desigmne Even
il in tailed someday, L wouldd sl

design

niel we would sill be
working together Tt's something we
lowe to do,”

Although the group eyes
expanding one day, Chartrand said,
*There's something great about
being small and saying trae 1o your

b designing

original plan. Cnee you grow o
beeome a bigger agency, then vou
might lase track of what your clionis
want, or your actual needs for those
chents. Small team, big clients. We
can sill take on small, non-profit
jolx. We do pro-bono jobs to mve
back to the community”

The rwo agree that they
wouldn't sell franchises, or sell the
name; bul would consider starming
chapters elsewhere if they miet
designers with the same vistan, wha
were as comrmtted as they ares They
ortihli

sary they are eyeinys oo
expansion, takimg things as they
Come along.

The nexe project for the duo
is & magazine called Suement. 1t
will be u gquartery publicaticn that
Interviews orosts, musicans, The
migazine will ot be bordered and
oA IleTewW BV Inlerestng |'I¢'l|j!h'.
not just artsts, Chartrand said,

Pl first ssoes: e winie
s, cian be expected oun on Dee, |

I'he magazne will look (o
push the bordlers oncimterviewing: the
i sancl,

"W willl ask questions that
evem kin ol wante (o ask, b are
woenred 1o, Lk saiel ™ We're goime
i el dleepen We want (o get ons
Jk'-_r'\:'u[jj:] level with the arost, We
wanht tn et it thicis minds a ™

Chartrand added: “We'ro nol
going 1o b shy shour i"

Ui vwio sy CBCYs Jisan
CGhomeshy, of The O lame, was thor
insparatibn.

He's such an amanng
imeraewen, Tans saict ~Hi
intervicws fike e never seen.”

For more on Bureaw, visin
their wehsiie, bureaugmonp.ci o
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